ACRES Service Learning Project Brief

Service learning at ACRES caters to experiential learning while addressing the needs of animal protection.

By executing one or more of these projects, one nurtures civic responsibility and critical thinking skills so the environment, the animals and the community benefits.

These projects are suitable for individuals or for group work and may be executed for the National Youth Achievement Award (NYAA). These projects may be done at home or in school.

Valuable resources and research information can be found in our website www.acres.org.sg. You may use images from our website unless it is indicated that the images do not belong to ACRES.
To have your hours endorsed for Community Involvement Programme (CIP) or for National Youth Achievement Award (NYAA) hours, you or your group will have to email your presentation file (PowerPoint or similar) and/or photos of your project artwork to verify your project completion. For further enquiries, please contact gumingfeng@acres.org.sg.
	Project Title
	Tackling the exotic pet trade

	Background and need.
	Many people are not aware of the species that should not be kept as pets because not only is it illegal in Singapore, but there are many welfare concerns such as improper care, diet and insufficient space.



	Project objectives.
	1. Educate people on the how they can tackle the exotic pet trade.

2. Your audience should know how they can play a vital role by being the extra eyes and ears to spot and report illegal trading or ownership of exotic pets.



	Your message.
	1. Educate the public on the following:

a) Species names.

b) Species photos.

c) Why they shouldn’t be kept as pets.

d) Consequences of removing them from the wild and out of their country of origin.

e) Environmental, health and diet problems.

2. Provide good key factors and photos for species identification.



	Get people talking!
	1. Start with displaying examples of how these animals are trapped from the wild and smuggled. “Decorate” your school gardens with nets, cages and toy guns.

2. Paste pictures of the species around the school and create a contest for people to find these animals hidden around the school premises. You can hide rubber snakes in socks in the library, toy monkeys in cardboard boxes by your school piano or even a small toy bird that is stuffed inside a toilet cardboard roll by the general office!



	Estimated hours clocked.


	20 to 30 hours (depending on Presentation skills).




	Project Title:
	Python Protection

	Background and need.
	Pythons have adapted to urban areas and are commonly seen by people. Unfortunately, the common reaction is to kill, beat or even spray insecticide on the python. This however, is cruel and against the law.
Reticulated pythons are shy snakes who are more active at night. They use canals and drains to travel looking for food and they try to stay out of trouble as much as possible. The best thing to do is to leave them alone.

They only need rescuing when they are injured, in someone’s house or are caught in fishing nets or other kinds of animal traps. The ACRES Wildlife Rescue Team operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week with a hotline number: 9783 7782.


	Project objectives.
	The first objective is to identify the reticulated python by their patterns and basic colours of white, grey, yellow and black. The second objective is to raise awareness of the existence of pythons in Singapore. The third is to educate people on what to do when pythons are sighted.
By changing mindsets, people can learn to live in harmony with our native wildlife simply by understanding them, thereby eliminating unnecessary suffering and killings.



	Your message.
	1. Reticulated pythons are non-venomous.
2. This species is one of the world’s longest snakes and we have them right here in Singapore, growing up to 4m in length. 

3. They are extremely shy but will strike if provoked.

4. They use drains and canals as travel routes.
5. They are more active at night.

6. Rats are their main source of food which also includes birds and cats.
7. Illegal to kill pythons.

8. Keep a safe distance of 3m.

9. When is the right time to call for a python rescue?

10. Call the ACRES Wildlife Rescue Team at 9783 7782.



	Get people talking!
	Make your project interesting by incorporating:

1. Life-size exhibits.
2. Learning to draw reticulated patterns.

3. Brainstorm 10 things that are more dangerous than seeing a python in a forest.



	Estimated hours clocked.

	30 hours.

	ACRES support.


	Charlene Tan 
	charlene@acres.org.sg
	6892 9821

	Project Title:
	Wildlife Protection in Singapore

	Background and need.
	As Singapore’s wild animals have increasingly less and less space to live in with increased urbanisation, many find themselves having to live near to human habitations. Wild animals frequently find themselves stuck in people’s homes, or trapped on busy roads, often getting injured along the way. And this can happen any time, night or day.


	Project objectives.
	1. Inform people if they see any native wild animal in need of help to call the ACRES Wildlife Rescue Hotline on 97837782. 

2. Educate people on when an animal needs rescuing.
3. Provide a step-by-step guide for people on what they can do for injured or abandoned wild animals. Information may be obtained at http://www.acres.org.sg/wildliferescue/firstaid.html
4. How would you know when an animal does not require a rescue?
5. How to execute an emergency rescue (when the animal is in immediate danger) whilst awaiting help from ACRES to arrive.


	Your message.
	1. Choose a species from the following:

a) Red-eared sliders (victim of pet abandonment)

b) Pangolins (victim of trapping and habitat loss)

c) Long-tailed macaques (victim of culling)

d) Monitor lizards (victim of trapping and killing)

e) Boars (victim of trapping)

f) Bats (victim of fogging and lost)

3. Research and prepare a PowerPoint presentation for a talk to your entire school or class with ACRES staff present.

4. Presentation and talk contents must include the following points:

a) Species name.

b) Species photos.

c) Species habitat

d) Species diet

e) Species size (length/height).

f) Species natural behaviour).

g) Their role in the ecosystem.

h) Common misconceptions about the species.

i) The threats they face.

j) Solutions available.


	Get people talking!
	1. Create a skit for assembly where you act out a scenario and teach your schoolmates on what they can do to help the injured native animals. Then invite two or three students or teachers on stage to show how they would react in a situation while you teach them the right way for a greater learning experience for your school!
2. Get your teachers involved by incorporating your presentation as part of your Science or Civics and Moral programme.


	Estimated hours clocked.
	15 to 20 hours (depending on Presentation skills).


	Project Title:
	Cruelty Free Living

	Background and need.
	Many animals are used in different areas of our lives. Ranging from decoration items to entertainment purposes. These animals find themselves subjected to physical suffering and quite often, death.
There is a need for the public to know how their action matters to the animals.


	Project objectives.
	To raise awareness about how the common actions we do in our daily lives actually cause suffering to animals.
Let them know they can help by 

a) Purchasing products that are non-animal tested.
b) Stop patronizing animal shows, such as dolphin performance and circus.
c) Stop buying products made from animal parts.

d) Purchasing free range products if possible.

e) Stop watching sports that exploit animals.



	Your message.
	To educate the class or school about what goes on behind the scenes of how animals are exploited in the following areas:
a) Animal performance

b) Animal testing

c) For clothing, such as leather

d) Factory farming

e) Animal sports, such as racing
The talk should include the following areas:

a) How the animals suffer

b) Possible dangers (Such as animals turning aggressive in shows)

c) Alternatives

d) What the public can do to improve their welfare


	Get people talking!
	Prepare exhibits to show the process the animals have to endure. For example:

a) Small enclosures or cages can be used to demonstrate the suffering of animals in factory farming. 
b) Tubes, syringe, sample cosmetics and model rats or monkeys can be displayed together to show the ways they will be tested on.
c) A series of small displays to showcase the whole process of dolphin capture. 

Posters can be posted in library or classes to encourage discussion.
 

	Estimated hours clocked.


	30 hours.


